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Thank a veteran each day.  

Take note, children — Santa 
is coming to Taylor. 

That’s right, Santa Claus him-
self will be on hand, hearing 
children’s wish lists, telling sto-
ries and posing for photos on 
Dec. 10, in the meeting room at 
the Taylor Public Library, 801 
Vance St. 

Library Director Karen Ellis 
said the event is a very popular 
annual tradition in Taylor. She 
said children and their parents 
alike will enjoy the very special 
visit from Santa all the way from 
the North Pole. 

“(Santa) takes time out of 
his very busy schedule to come 
visit the children of Taylor,” 
Ellis said. “The Friends of the 
Library sponsors the event and 

we very much appreciate their 
help and their connections with 
Santa.”

The fun starts at 10:30 a.m., 
when Santa’s friend Elmo 
arrives to visit with the chil-
dren and read seasonal stories 
to them and sing some seasonal 
songs, Ellis said. Then, the big 
guy in red himself arrives at 11 
a.m. 

Santa will also talk to all the 
children, and will hear their 
Christmas wish lists. 

“He will happily listen to 
what any child has to tell him,” 
Ellis said, noting in previous 
years, children have brought 
lists to leave with Santa for ref-
erence — one child last last year 
even left a list with pictures cut 
out of sales circulars. 

Santa will also read to the 
children as well, Ellis said — 

he will especially be sure to 
read Clement C. Moore’s famous 
poem, “The Night Before 
Christmas,” she noted. He will 
also Santa will visit with chil-
dren until noon or until the chil-
dren are done, whichever comes 
fi rst,” Ellis said, noting the 
Friends of the Library usually 
tries to have the event fi nished 
by about 12:30 p.m.

Parents, in the meantime, are 
welcome to bring cameras and 
take photos of their children 
with Santa. A decorated tree 
will be nearby to complete the 
scene, Ellis said. 

“It is so important to be able 
to offer something fun for the 
children and the parents to 
come enjoy together,” she said. 

For more information, call the 
Taylor Public Library at 352-
3434. 

Santa to visit library
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What started out as a childhood 
hobby has turned into a boom-
ing business that serves customers 
from all over North America who 
own cars from all over the world.

Twenty-three years ago, Jeff 
Snyder started his car restora-
tion business, Jeff’s Resurrections 
LLC, located at 106 Porter St. in 
Taylor, and at the time, it was just 
him. He now has a full-time crew 
of eight expert mechanics, metal 
craftsmen, specialist re-fi nishers 
and detailers who sometimes 
spend thousands of hours restor-
ing cars, mainly those that are of 
investment quality.

“As a kid, I was always inter-
ested in cars,” he said. “I was 
that typical kid that couldn’t get 
enough of them.”

In fact, when Snyder was 12 
years old, he had his own bicycle 
repair shop, which was housed 
inside a shed in the back of his 

parents’ house.
“At the time, it was the only 

bicycle repair shop in town, and I 
fi xed the bikes for Western Auto, 
Moss True Value, all of those plac-
es,” he said. “It was a good way to 
make money at an early age.”

At the family funeral home, 
Snyder became the chief car 
detailer and was paid for his ser-
vices in Dr. Pepper. He worked on 
several people’s cars throughout 
grade school and college until he 
turned to restoration full-time in 
1988 with the start of his business.

“I specialized in restoring 
Jaguars early on,” he said, add-
ing that members of the local and 
very active Jaguar Club of Austin 
began to bring cars to the shop 
before shows and that he often 
serves as a judge at both regional 
and national Jaguar shows.

While Snyder said he and his 
crew still restore Jaguars, they 
have also worked on several other 
cars of investment quality, includ-
ing a 1902 Oldsmobile, an award-

winning 1964 Lincoln Continental 
convertible which was original-
ly bought by former President 
Lyndon B. Johnson, and a multiple 
award-winning 1971 four-speed 
Hemi ‘Cuda Coupe that later sold 
for $1.043 million. 

In addition, they have also 
brought back to life such cars as 
a Top Flight 1953 Corvette #103, 
as well as a 1930 MGM, the fi rst 
MG ever to be imported into the 
United States.

“A lot of the cars we restore go 
into private collection and often 
times after we fi nish the restora-
tion, they go straight to national 
shows,” he said.

While Snyder said a typical res-
toration takes about 1,000 hours, 
he said he and his crew will some-
times work on a project for 2,500-
3,000 hours.

“It all depends on how much 
needs to be restored,” he said. 
“We do partial and full restora-
tions.”

The restoration process is very 

detailed and intricate, according 
to Snyder, beginning with photo 
documenting the car.

“We acquire as much documen-
tation as possible and have over 

24,000 images on the computer of 
cars we have restored,” he said. 
“For a typical car, we will take a 
few hundred photos; it’s like auto-

Restoring treasures
Jeff  Snyder, owner of Jeff ’s Resurrections LLC, looks at the engine of his wife’s 1964 Corvette in the shop.
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With investment quality cars, like this 1963 XKE Jaguar, often times the 
engine is just as pleasing to the eye as the body. This is one of the projects 
that Jeff ’s Resurrections LLC just fi nished.

See CARS • page 12

Taylor Proud

ittle Max Kennick loved driving 
his John Deere Gator around the 
neighborhood. He loved singing his 
rendition of the Casting Crown’s 
“Glorious Day” and even made up 
his own ninja song. 

Max was one of a set of triplets 
— including sisters Molli and Maci 
— born to parents Johna and Jana 
Kennick in Austin on March 14, 
2007. 

His life wasn’t easy — he had 
medical challenges. Max, at age 4, 
died on Nov. 6. 

And now, the memory of the lit-
tle boy who was described as being 
“always so brave,” will be memo-
rialized in a wrestling tournament 

set up to raise funds to help offset 
the family’s medical and funeral 
costs. 

The Mighty Max Pro Wrestling 
Tournament is set for 3 p.m., Dec. 
4, at Marketplace Taylor, 2705 N. 
Main St. 

Event organizer Austin Rhodes 
said about 15 to 20 wrestlers are 
already signed up to participate in 
the event, including plenty of local 
talent and WWE wrestlers. 

“I’ve got wrestlers coming out of 
the woodwork to be part of this,” 
Rhodes said. 

He said he knows the Kennick 
family “through the friend of a 
friend,” and when he heard of 
Max’s death, he wanted to do some-

‘Mighty Max’
fundraiser set
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Gary Simpson, who is a part of the Jeff ’s Resurrections LLC crew, 
does priming and blocking on a car the company is restoring.


